a few Europeans, whose superstitious natives could readily
be urged to rise against their present white masters in
exchange for promises from the new.
Like all these Germans, who were waiting for their
Tag and who dreamed of nothing but a great world Empire,
von Papen had his place in the scheme of things, and a very
important place, owing to the British blockade, he and
his superiors in Berlin hoped it would prove.
In the early days of the war, the powers that be in
Germany thought of a brisk and successful campaign.
Therefore, the question of supplies was not too early
visualized. The main thing was to convince the neutral
countries that Germany was winning, despite the real
truth of the set-back on the Franco-Belgian front and the
terrific onslaught of the Russians in East Prussia.
The American correspondents in Berlin were not too
obliging, so consequently many German officers became
pamphleteers and wrote highly coloured articles for the
American Press, extolling German arms and belittling
the allied defence. That, of course, was something new
in war,
The Military Attach^ at Washington, among other
functions, became literally a press officer for the German
High Command; and who else but von Bernhardi should
open up the press barrage? While the Russians were
hammering almost at the gates of Berlin, the literary
General, at General Headquarters at Posen, was inditing
controversial articles for consumption by the American
public via the columns of the New Tork Sun, von Papen
acting as a post office in the matter, receiving the manu-
script and passing it on, and mailing the General's
press cuttings for his orderly to reserve carefully against
the day when he would write his history of Germany's
struggle.
At the Berlin end the American Military Attaches code
was tampered with and his dispatches were so altered
as to ^ cause the State Department temporarily to issue
bulletins contrary to ftcts and to the reports of the news-
paper correspondents. The Attach^ in question, Major
Langhorne, was ultimately recalled.
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